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balanced to despair: how can the whole course that led to the
"deal" of January 30th, 1933, be explained? It was the work of
these very classes of society, and how could that be conceivable?
How was it possible for them to accept, and to assume the
responsibility for, such a mutilation of their enterprise, which,
in spite of its concern for the protection of certain interests, was
one of patriotism, aimed at a national order of stability and
justice and moderation? There are various things that may be
said, and much more will yet be said, in reply; for it is here
alone that a deeper understanding of what has happened may
be gained, and that the means of overcoming the revolution
may be found.
To begin with, it must be recalled that the world of ideas of
the nationalist, conservative, and liberal middle class and
aristocracy, and of the intellectuals, had long been invaded by
scepticism. The whole of these "ruling" classes, no less than the
mass of the proletariat of the great towns, had been moving
toward nihilism. They had even been moving faster in that
direction than the working class. Faith in traditions had
been fading, faith in machinery and devices and materialism
had been growing, among the traditional ruling classes, and
had turned them from opponents into allies of National
Socialism. The absence of doctrine is perhaps the strength
of the dynamic revolution: the absence of tradition in the
monarchist and conservative elements is certainly their weakness
In these circles, whose scepticism did not enable them to see
through a "realism" that subsequently showed its true face as
simple unscrupulousness, all sincere attempts to find a genuine
solution were foredoomed to perversion. It should in fairness
be added that any genuine solution was, perhaps, impossible
because of the omissions or mistakes of past generations.
German Conservatism had been decaying and degenerating
since the middle of the nineteenth century, and this is the chief
explanation of the plunge into a nihilist revolution. In the